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Growing in faith and sharing God’s love

since 1786

Let us Sing
May 17, 2026

Welcome, we come to you from the un-ceded lands of the 
Kanien’kehá:ka Nation. 

We are offering a variety of ways for people to gather. We are 
welcoming people to worship in person, as well as through Zoom, 
YouTube, and this printable PDF.1 If this is how you are 
worshipping, know that you are not alone... and if you like, you can 
invite others to join you. Clicking on or tapping blue text will take 
you to a web-site. 

If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please 
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca).

Announcements
Sandwich making with Bread & Beyond  today after worship 

Please join us to make sandwiches for people in need.
Sunday Singing: Join Zoé on Sundays at 9:50 to share in the music 
Prayer Groups: 

Women’s Prayer Group: Tuesday afternoon 
Zoom: Wednesday at 6:30 am   

Bible Study: Wednesday 7-8 pm
Join us in the minister’s office and over zoom 
as we discuss the upcoming week’s main scripture passage.

Friday Friendly Food & Film Series: 6:30 pizza, followed movie
May 22: Kubo and the Two Strings 

1 note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

Hear My Praise - R Blumenfeld                

Drop Box: We collect food for the pantries at St. Monica's and 
Women on the Rise. We also collect children’s items (especially 
diapers) for Head and Hands.  

Contacts
Church Office: 514-486-4559................info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)...................Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
                                                           514-773-4620
Zoé Dupont-Foisy (music director)........zoedupontfoisy@hotmail.com
Orly (Outreach co-ordinator).................orly.kensington@gmail.com
Rose Ngo Mbenoun (Clerk of Session). .admin@Kensingtonchurch.ca
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Two marvellous aspects of creation is the huge diversity, and 
that God invites us to join in creating. This weekend in NDG is 
PorchFest - when you can hear diverse musical creations from the 
front of many many houses around the community. 

Zoé and I were inspired by this, and so today’s worship will be 
different from usual as we’ll be singing a lot. Instead of a 
conventional sermon there will be a running commentary 
throughout - and the words of the hymns themselves. 

Approaching God
Lighting of the Christ Candle
  Jésus Christ est la lumière du monde. 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

 ♫ Hymn: Come, now is the time to worship..............................pg 7
           www.youtube.com/watch?v=i6guWKnmxYU

Call to worship      (from Psalm 96)
O sing to the LORD a new song;

Sing to the LORD, all the earth.
Sing to the LORD, bless the Lord’s name;
tell of God’s salvation from day to day.

Let the heavens be glad,
Let the earth rejoice;

Let everything sing for joy before the Lord; 
Declare the glory of the Lord among the nations,

Hallelujah
Hallelujah

Our next hymn is based on the Canticle of the Sun that was 
written by St. Francis of Assisi as he neared his death in 1225. It 
picks up themes from many scripture passages (such as the one we 
just read together), and our lived experience of God’s creation. 

 ♫ Hymn: All creatures of our God and King..................pg 8 (433)
         www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtT3SRnnG0I

Magnolia - J Wegrich                   

We always start our worship by recognizing God. We recognize 
that God’s Spirit has called us here, and that God is really 
amazing (or Glorious as the Gospel According to John would 
say). This can bring us joy and wonder. Sometimes we stay in 
those feelings, but sometimes we start to wonder about God and 
us. This questioning can be a part of our hymns  - such as in...

 Hymn: ♫ I wonder as I wander...................................pg 9 (142)
           www.youtube.com/watch?v=I9T7qOR5xk8
           www.youtube.com/watch?v=CxclAv-gLp8  (choral arr)
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Recognizing God’s glory and what God did for us can lead to 
realizing our failure to join in - or even to hurt the relationships 
God has created... leading us to confessing the damage we’ve 
been a part of, and wanting to change (repenting). 

Our next hymn is If I have been a source of pain and was 
originally in Spanish. I invite you to stay seated and to sing it as a 
prayer of confession. 

 Hymn: ♫ If I have been a source of pain................pg 9(199)
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8RsYntBEqA

Know that God knows you, understands you, and loves you. 
To all who turn to God for hope and help - God welcomes and 
forgives. 

As Joseph Scriven put in one of his hymns, “What a friend we 
have in Jesus” (written in Port Hope, Ontario). 

 ♫ Hymn: What a friend we have in Jesus.......................pg 10 (746)
           https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCV5t8wRBI8 

Listening to God
The first part of worship is about us approaching God. The 

middle section is when we focus on listening. This usually 
involves a message with the children, prayer for help being open, 
scripture readings, and the sermon. 

Let’s pray...

Prayer for Illumination
Lord, open our hearts and minds

through the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that we will hear your song resonate in us

drawing out the harmonies you created us to sing
Amen.
Hymns aren’t new. We’ve already sung a hymn that’s been sung 

for 800 years. Scholars believe that one of the oldest texts in the 
Bible is the song sung by Miriam after the crossing of the Red Sea 
- with most dating it back about three thousand years.2 The 
largest and most diverse book in the Bible is the Book of Psalms - 
or songs. It is conveniently found in the middle of the Bible. 

The Bible, including the hymns, reflect all the various aspects 
of relationships. Through stories, letters, prophecies and poetry 
we hear about love, regret, passion, mercy, wonder - all the 
complications of relationships. 

And it goes the other way. The hymns we’ve added since the 
Bible was formed reflect all the feelings of relationships within 
ourselves, with others, with creation, and with God. There are 
also many that are based on stories from the Bible. 

Let’s sing a couple of verses of the classic...

2 ‘Song of the Sea’ in The New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible 
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 ♫ Hymn: Tell me the stories of Jesus..............................pg 11 (348)
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=lf5uc0aA8Yg  

One of the stories referred to is told in all four Gospels. Here’s 
how it goes in John

John 6: 1-15

This passage shows Jesus 
taking what they bring and using 
them to meet the needs of all - in 
amazing abundance. 

One of the songs in the Bible 
that has been set to music 
thousands of times is the 
Magnificat.3 This is what was 
sung by Mary while she was 
pregnant with Jesus as she 
reflects on her feelings, abilities - and what God is doing. It is 
both a reminder and an invitation for us. 

Let’s sing a version...

 Hymn:♫  Canticle of Turning.................................................pg 12
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=RN1_iZU-OWE  (organ)
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=iyqOsuQoJRo  (lively band)

Responding to God
Words like that lead us to responding to God. 

3 Apparently Orlande de Lassus wrote over 100 settings (google). 

You can also get together with somebody and share your faith 
thoughts and questions. 

FaithTalk: These are some questions for you to discuss with
                 somebody... or many somebodies. 
                 Do what you feel safe (and practice stretching a little). 
Values: What are some of your favourite hymns? Why is 

each one meaningful for you?
Memories: What is one of the first hymns you remember? 

Values: What is one of your favourite songs or pieces of 
music? Describe what you appreciate about it? 
Imagine how this connects with God. 

Actions: How could you share God’s song this week? 
Prayer: that God’s tune will become stuck in our head. 

feeding 5000 - Jesus MAFA

  Offering
Another way of responding is to donate financially to the work 

of the church. We have set up a donation option on our website: 
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kensingtonchurch.ca. Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and 
then the pretty button. It gives you various options that are easy 
to follow.

You can also donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is 
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is 
info@kensingtonchurch.ca. 

Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance 
(PAR) are also good options. 

Gather us in - Lisle Gwynn Gerrity

Prayers of the people
Thinking of all the Mary sings about can be a little 

intimidating, or even frightening. A good way to respond to that 
is by talking with God - ie. prayer. 

Please join me... 

Lord, we thank you for the song you write, 
creating beautiful melodies
running through nature

from pulsars beating across the universe, 
to the songs we hear when walking, 
to the pulse within our own bodies. 

and we thank you for the harmonies you write
as you weave the themes together
drawing in voices from throughout creation

inviting us to join the song. 

Help us to see your themes and to join your voice. 

We thank you for those who know their part, 
and pray for those who haven’t figured out 

how to be a part of the great song. . .
We also pray for those who can’t do what they used to: 

May your Spirit bring them healing. . .
and open them to a different part. . .

We thank you for those whose needs are met, 
and pray for those who feel empty
hungry for your song. . .

and for those who are literally hungry for food. . .
We thank you for those who have people to share their lives with, 

and pray for those who don’t. . . 
We thank you for those who feel safe, 

and pray for those who don’t. . .

As we pray, 
we remember the song you teach your disciples. 

Let us sing together the Lord’s Prayer 
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The Lord’s Prayer (please use a version you are comfortable with)
Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours      
Amen.    

Encouraged by praying and seeing God around us, we can 
respond with commitment such as expressed in the hymn Lord of 
all power. 

 Hymn:♫  Lord of all power...........................................pg 13 (626)
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jWblsVEyL0  

Pope Francis apparently said, “We pray for the hungry. Then we 
feed the hungry. That’s how prayer works.” There’s a group here in 
NDG that is doing just that: Bread & Beyond. We’re going to 
share a video about how they are singing along with God’s 
justice... and after our worship you can join in making our prayer 
for the hungry a reality. 

website: www.breadandbeyond.ca/
video: youtu.be/spZj6yY5xQM

 Hymn Sing: ♫
This is a time when we sing several hymn requests. You can join in 
on YouTube: 
www.youtube.com/channel/UC_EPsf2FuWoeen7j1iGcz_w

 Benediction    
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,

the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.4

 Hymn:♫  We will walk with God.............................................pg 14
          \www.youtube.com/watch?v=8QQD6C3wJQA  

4 2 Corinthians 13:13
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Anna tells stories - Shin Maeng
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joyful mystery - Janknegt
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