
Kensington Presbyterian Church
Growing in faith and sharing God’s love

since 1786

Good Friday
April 3, 2026

Welcome, we come to you from the un-ceded lands of the 
Kanien’kehá:ka Nation. 

We’re glad this PDF has come to you.1 If you’re using a device, 
clicking on or tapping blue text will take you to a web-site. We are 
also welcoming people to worship in person on Sundays at 10:30, 
over Zoom, and on YouTube. Know that you are not alone. 

If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please 
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca).

Announcements
Sunday Singing: Join Zoé on Sundays at 9:50 to share in the music 
Easter Sunday Activities: after church
Prayer Groups: 

Women’s Prayer Group: Tuesday afternoon 
Zoom: Wednesday at 6:30 am   

Bible Study: Wednesday 7-8 pm
Join us in the minister’s office and over zoom 
as we discuss the upcoming week’s main scripture passage.

Friday Friendly Food & Film Series: 6:30 pizza, followed movie
April 10: Prince of Egypt

Breakfasts
Children’s Theatre: Sat. here from 10-1, $20 adults, $10 children
St  Ansgar’s (Grand at NDG): Sunday from 9. freewill offering

1 note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

Second Adam - Bruce Herman

New Hope News: 
Easter Lunch Wed. 8th with Grant on piano
Scam Alert with Éducaloi: April 14 from 1-2:30 pm

Drop Box: Food donations are welcome for the Food Pantry at 
Women on the Rise, and items for children (ex. diapers) for young 
mothers through Head & Hands.

Contacts
Church Office: 514-486-4559................info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)...................Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
                                                           514-773-4620
Zoé Dupont-Foisy (music director)........zoedupontfoisy@hotmail.com
Orly (Outreach co-ordinator).................orly.kensington@gmail.com
Rose Ngo Mbenoun (Clerk of Session). .admin@Kensingtonchurch.ca
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Approaching God
Lighting of the Christ Candle

Jésus Christ est la lumière du monde. 
  Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

Call to worship 
Oh, come and mourn with me awhile;
oh come ye to the Saviour's side;
oh come, together let us mourn;
Jesus, our Lord, is crucified.

Prayer of Approach 
Dearest Lord Jesus, 
Today we gather to remember your life

as a human who laughed, and cried, 
and had such basic needs as thirst. 

Today we gather to remember your life
as divine - confident that God’s way is the only way, 
even when your heart is troubled. 

Today we remember the trials
of you... and Judas & Peter, 

the Jewish Leaders, 
the Romans from around the world, 

...and of ourselves. 

May your Spirit help us to see ourselves in the story, 
and to see you more clearly. 
Amen. 

holy week - Father Bernard

 ♫ Hymn: My song is love unknown #1, 3, 4......................pg 8 (220)
       www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMart4wXsI0  (King’s College)
       www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=7CPlrA1CMwo

Listening to God
  Intro to the readings 

Since Christmas we’ve been traveling through the Gospel  
According to John. One of the themes is that Jesus is the Light for 
the world. This light brings healing and hope to many - opening 
their eyes to a new way of living. 
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Today though, as we near the end of the story, the light goes 
“through the valley of the shadow of death”2 - and our worship of God 
will reflect that. We will hear the story read in sections, paired 
with thoughts, music, and prayers.  

While the Last Supper in this gospel isn’t given much 
attention, this is where we are introduced to a new disciple - the 
one whom Jesus loved. There has been much debate about who 
this is (usually considered to be the author or Lazarus). Perhaps 
the reason that the person is not named is so that we can 
recognize ourselves in their place - beloved of God. 

Today’s reflections will be imagined to be from their point of 
view... prayerfully allowing us to be in their place. 

When we come to the conclusion, please remember that it is 
not finished. We will stop when the Light that is Jesus is 
extinguished. I invite you to sit with this part of the story… and to 
come back on Sunday when our story continues. 

Prayer for Illumination   
Dear Lord, 

open our hearts and minds
by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that we will see you and believe. 

Amen.

Arrest
Reading: John 18: 1-12

Meditation
After dinner Jesus was even stranger than normal. He not only 

told us it was important to serve others, but actually washed our 
feet! It was really uncomfortable for someone who showed such 

2 Psalm 23:4

glory to act so low. And then he talked... and talked. It was hard 
to follow, but I think the point was that hard times were coming, 
and we would not be alone. Jesus was like the Good Shepherd, 
and would not abandon us. 

Then we went to the garden. I’ve always loved our times there. 
There’s the conversations, but even more is the sense of peace 
and safety. Until that night; when the world showed up: 
hundreds of Romans soldiers from around the world, and 
Temple police from here at home. 

Jesus knew they were coming and went out to meet them. He 
showed his authority by leading the discussion. He revealed his 
identity by answering as he’d done before. I AM the light of the 
world. I AM the gate of the sheep. I AM the good shepherd. I AM 
the way, the truth, and the life. Jesus said, “I AM” - like God had 
answered when Moses asked. 

Jesus went out of the garden to meet the world that rejected 
him. There, he lay down his life for those who follow him. 
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Prayer
Jesus, our Shepherd. 
Thank you for not only leading us, but looking after us as well. 

Amen. 

 ♫ Hymn: Alone you once went forth, O Lord..................8 (232 #1-2)
        www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtF4VL53wqA

First Trial
Reading: John 18: 13-14, 19-24

Meditation
Peter and I followed them. Strangely, they didn’t take Jesus to 

the Temple, but to a house. I could go in through the gate, but 
Peter had to stay outside. 

The religious leaders asked Jesus about his teachings - but he 
said they should ask those who listened. They knew. 

But they didn’t listen, and didn’t ask. 
...if they had, 
      what would I have said? 
          Would I have answered? 

Prayer
Dear Jesus, 
We are sorry for the times when who you are and what you are 

about is debated or challenged. We are sorry for when you are 
on trial and we stay silent. 

May your Spirit help us to share your message. 
Amen. 

 ♫ Hymn: A new commandment........................................pg 9 (225)
        www.youtube.com/watch?v=485btt72V2o  

Peter’s Denial
Reading: John 18: 15-18, 25b-27

 Meditation
While I felt a little on 

trial inside, Peter was on 
trial outside. While he 
followed Jesus, he 
discovered believing 
means more. Was he 
willing to act out his 
belief? Was he willing to 
risk the judgment of those 
given power by showing 
his belief in Jesus? Would 
he accept being a disciple? 
Who was he? 

Prayer
Living God, 
As we think about your story with us

help us to remember who we are: 
not just your sheep, or your students, 

but your children
loved by you.

And may your Spirit give us strength
to be your disciple. 

 ♫ Hymn: Be still me soul........................................pg 10 (749 #1-2)
        www.youtube.com/watch?v=uAT6PWayxCI
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Talk with Pilate
Bible Reading: John 18: 28-38a

 Meditation
Somehow Pilate has heard that Jesus might fancy himself a 

king. But he doesn’t look like a king. He doesn’t act like a king. 
So Pilate asks... but does he listen? Does he recognize the Truth 
of Jesus’ words - the Truth of The Word made flesh? 

You’d think he would, being asked to judge if Jesus is guilty, yet 
he asks, “What is truth?” Perhaps he confuses Truth with an idea, 
but we listened to Jesus say, “I am the Way, and the Truth, and the  
Light.” If Pilate where to listen, he’d know that Truth isn’t a what, 
but a who. Who is Truth: Jesus. 

Prayer
Jesus
King of kings

and Lord of lords. 
help us to recognize you

and your kingdom come. 
May we know the truth. 
Amen.

 Hymn♫ : To mock your reign..........................................pg 11 (223)
        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfjJwOlaN2M  

Pilate and the Crowd
Bible reading:  John 18:38b-19:16a

 Meditation
Pilate kept asking - going back to the crowd and asking if they 

wanted the ‘King of the Jews’ released. Was he looking for an 
out? or having fun watching them get riled up? Was he wondering 

                                                          Christ before Pilate - Rembrandt

how far he could push them before he’d have to send in the 
soldiers? 

I was shocked with how far they went. Their demands went 
from asking for Jesus to be killed to also asking for Barabbas to be 
released - trading a Shepherd for a Bandit - one who saves to one 
who steals. 

Rev. Peter Rombeek 5/12 April 3, 2026
for Kensington Presbyterian Church Good Friday

https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=John+19
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=John+18
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfjJwOlaN2M
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=John+18


Then they truly reveal who they are - that they have become so 
blinded by their own ideas that they shout out the most damning 
statement. “We have no king but Caesar.” They are so focused on 
their way that they lose sight of God. 

...That said, it’s easy to question their judgment. We have also 
acted out of fear, and sacrificed the environment or others for 
our way of life, and stood by while there is injustice, and allowed 
ourselves to be led by this world’s kings rather than follow you. 
...it’s easy to judge. 

Prayer
Jesus, 

You are the Light of the world. 
When we meet you, 

you shine into our darkness
forcing us to turn away
or recognize when we fail to live out your love.

When we put our lifestyle ahead of your creation, and others.
be merciful to us. 

When we wait while there is injustice
be merciful to us. 

When we put our trust in power rather than you
be merciful to us. 

When we give in to fear
be merciful to us. 

When we deny you are Lord of all parts of our life
be merciful to us. 

Amen. 

 instrumental♫

Crucifixion
Bible reading: John 19:16b-22

 Meditation
Jesus gave us so many signs. Back at the start he turned the 

water into the most amazing wine, which saved the reputation of 
those families - even though he said it wasn’t his hour. Later he 
healed bodies and restored people to community. He fed people’s 
bodies with food - but also our souls. 

But now he says the hour has come... what sign is this? The 
Son of God be humiliated on a cross? 

Jesus. Killed as the King of the Jews. Perhaps Pilate saw a 
glimpse. This sign he had placed for all to read said ‘King of the 
Jews’. But it said more. It was in the languages of the world - 
because Jesus is the Word of God through whom all things came 
into being, and God is the King of the world. 

Prayer
Jesus, 
Your life is confusing, 

and your death more so. 
Help us to embrace the sign of the cross

of what it means to be King, 
of what love looks like. 

Amen.

 Hymn: ♫ Were you there.......................................pg 11 (233 #1, 2)
        www.youtube.com/watch?v=LRaFdFkOVyY
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Christ of St. John - Salvador Dalí

lose ends
Bible reading: John 19:123-27

 Meditation
The hour is almost finished. Prophecies are being completed. 

His mother, who carried him in her womb and first taught him 
love; who saw what he could be. She stands before him now. 
It is wrong. It is the world. 

Is this the end? 
Jesus saw us, and did what he does. He showed us how to be a 

community - a family. From the cross, he invites us to love one 
another. 

Prayer
Jesus, 

even when dying you are the way of life. 
Thank you for your care

   your love
your life. 

Amen. 

 ♫ Hymn: Oh come and mourn with me awhile............12 (237 #1, 2)
     www.youtube.com/watch?v=vVL6rZI0D1o

Death
Bible reading: John 19:28-30

Meditation
.... (silence)

note: You may feel that the end of our worship service is incomplete. That’s 
because it is, and it’s an important time to remember.
Please join us Sunday at 10:30 a.m. for the continuation.
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