Kensington Presbyterian Church
Cy'mwinj n fm’fﬁ ﬂmfyﬁmﬂi@ God's love
since (786
7’0@ sing Gloria?
December 21, 2025

WELCOME, we come to you from the un-ceded lands of the
Kanien’keh4:ka Nation.

We are offering a variety of ways for people to gather. We are
welcoming people to worship in person, as well as through Zoom,
YouTube, and this printable PDFE." If this is how you are
worshipping, know that you are not alone... and if you like, you can
invite others to join you. Clicking on or tapping blue text will take
you to a web-site.

[f you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca).

R A ST L
Pot-Luck Lunch: Dec 21* after worship
Christmas Eve Worship: Dec 24™ at 7pm.

Gathering for food: all free
Pot-Luck Breakfast & Carols: Dec 25™ 9:30
Community Christmas Dinner: Dec 25" from 1-7pm

at Concordia BUZZ dining hall. 7141 Sherbrooke West
Prayer Groups: will meeting next Jan 7 & 8.

Bible Study: will return Wednesday January 7" from 7-8 pm
Church Office: will be closed until January 5™.
NA: open meetings Tuesdays & Wednesdays at noon (incl Dec 25)

I note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

Rev. Peter Rombeek
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1/12

Northern Nativity - W Kurelek

Contacts

Church Office: 514-486-4559................ info@Kensingtonchurch.ca

Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)................... Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
514-773-4620

Zoé Dupont-Foisy (music director)........ zoedupontfoisy@hotmail.com

Orly (Outreach co-ordinator)................. orly.kensington@gmail.com

Rose Ngo Mbenoun (Clerk of Session)..admin@Kensingtonchurch.ca
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?l/apmacﬁinﬂ God

Call to worship?

Piano: The Shepherds praised God,
telling everyone the great things God has done!

Windows: With Jesus’ birth, the world will never be the
same again.

Piano: The powerful will be toppled from their thrones.
The hungry will be lifted up and joy will break through
in unexpected places.

Windows: Every time a child is born, the world changes for
someone. Our lives changed when a humble young

woman, Mary, gave birth to the One who would save us.

On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of
joy.

(The candle of love is lit.)

Let us pray together:
Living God, gift us with Mary’s trust and readiness
to accept your purpose.

Like the Angels and Shepherds,
may we celebrate your coming with shouts of Gloria.

53 Hymn: Angels from the Realms of Glory....................... pg 8 (146)

https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=IUL8CDz2G 1k

2 adapted from liturgy provided by the Presbyterian World Service & Development
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L’iyz‘em'nj to God

* Intro to the readings

As we acknowledged in the Call to Worship, this is the forth
Sunday of Advent. It’s about waiting for Christ to come and
makes a link to Biblical times of people waiting for God, and
now. That’s why we’ve had several weeks of readings from the
prophets. They tell of times when people have needed to hear
God’s word, either because they've been making bad choices or
because they needed hope - or both.

Today we're shifting gears. Instead of hearing how God will
come we'll hear how God came. In doing this expected thing,
God goes against expectations... making the experience even
more glorious.

We'll have several readings from the Gospel According to
Luke, with reflections and hymns in between. Part of this will be
lead by the children - and highlight the use of the word ‘gloria’.
Curious, I looked up ‘Glory’ in my Bible Dictionary. The biggest
use is the recognition of God’s presence - and to acknowledge the
blessings and hope that comes with God. When we sing ‘Gloria’
we are celebrating God presence, blessings, and the hope that the
future will bring.

£ Prayer for lllumination

Immanuel, as we wait for your return,

help us to see your glory and love

through the reading and preaching of your Word.
Amen.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUL8CDz2G1k

Zechariah

Reading: Please look up the passages in your own
Bible,’ or click on the name to be taken to an online version.
Luke 1: 5-20
* Reflection
[s this glorious!

Well, Zechariah is a noble priest - an expert in God. He and
Elizabeth are known to be good respectable people. If anyone
should be picked to reveal God to the masses, why not
them? ...okay, they are on the old side, but God doesn’t think
that’s an issue. It might be unexpected, but that’s nothing new

with God.

And so, Glory comes to Zechariah & Elizabeth. I don’t mean
fame, though there is that, but God’s presence and
blessing. ...and though these good people aren’t the headliners,
they do point the way for others to find the Glory.

Zacharias Elisabeth praying - Mann

3 Ifyou'd like a new Bible with helpful notes, | recommend the ‘Life with God Bible’ NRSV from
Renovaré. ISBN 0061834963
or for the more academically inclined, The New Oxford Study Bible NRSV
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K4nsington Presbyterian Church

3/12

& Prayer
Mighty God, thank you for the reminder that you include
people who are not from the margins - people who are good and
righteous in your coming. That age is not a barrier for your
wonder, nor are expectations.
Amen.

J1 Hymn: Dona Nobis Pacem........ccvvvveevvvvvvenerennnnnnn. p. (737)
www.youtube.com/watch’v=xozf8-SRHi0

Mary
Reading: Luke 1: 26-38

Reflection
[s this glorious?

[f you were asked to pick a person to change the world, what
would you advice! Probably somebody with some power and
influence. God chooses a young, poor, and a woman who is
completely unknown outside her small community. Mary didn’t
have status or power - and becoming pregnant outside of
marriage would damage her reputation so much that she’d be
lucky to simply be driven out of town and not killed. Nobody
would expect God to work in this way. Yet, this is also how God
glory comes - through a poor vulnerable nobody who is willing
and open to the risks of God’s glory.

and so Mary experiences God’s glory/blessing. She and her
family are kept safe. And through her, the world receives the
Glory of God... Jesus.

& Prayer
Gentle God: thank you for reminding us that your glory also
flows through the young and the inexperienced; that you invite
those who are not the experts to experience and share your glory.
Amen.

Dec 14, 2025
What's the word on gifts?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xozf8-SRHi0
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Luke+1
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Luke+1

Mary & Angel - Marcia Carole

Our next hymn is a variation of the song Mary sung about her
experience of how God works.
53 Hymn: Canticle of Turning #1-2....cccoiiii pg 10
www.youtube.com/watch?v=RN1 iZU-OWE (organ)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=iygOsuQo]Ro (lively band)

Sunday School
Enter 3 angels (children or a combination of children and adult)
singing “Gloria” in a halfhearted way (see hymn 147).*
Minister: I see you have been practising your song.
Angel 1: Yes! Over and over!
Why do we have to practice this song?

4 If you have access to song books from the Taizé community, they offer an easy-to-sing Gloria.

Rev. Peter Rombeek
K4nsington Presbyterian Church

Angel 2: We tired of this song.
We want to sing other songs.
Older angel: I agree with these little angels. Is there some reason
why we are singing this Gloria over and over!
Minister: Ah....the time is coming very soon. You will be called
upon to sing Gloria at a very important moment. It will be a
turning point in the history of the world. God has been
promising this for a very long time.... Keep practising!
(Wawes goodbye and mowes off to side,
then pauses and turns to the congregation.)
[ know...these angels need a little encouragement.
Let’s help them.

J1 Hymn: Angels we have heard on high #1-2................. p. 10 (147)
www.youtube.com/watch2v=yJZCR30TN_Y

When the Gloria chorus begins, the minister turns to the angels

and encourages them to sing along lustily.

Angel 1: Wow! That was a better practice.
Angel 2: [t was.

But I still don’t understand why we are practising Gloria.
Older angel: Listen to this! It’s from the prophet Isaiah.

Reading: Isaiah 7: 14

Older angel: Mmmmm....maybe this is a clue.
Why are we getting ready to sing Gloria?

7 Hymn: All earth is waiting #1-2.....cooiiiiiiiiiiiii p. 11 (109)
www.voutube.com/watch2v=cnSQ1ENo8MM

Older angel: Then a new prophet came to earth to make an
important announcement. Listen to this!
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https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Isaiah+7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnSQ1ENo8MM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJZCR30TN_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iyqOsuQoJRo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RN1_iZU-OWE

Reading: Luke 2: 1-20

* Reflection
[s this glorious?

That God doesn’t come to the palace or anywhere shiny and
exciting, but to the garage off to the side of... everything. God is
born into a family that doesn’t even have a bed.

The birth announcement doesn’t go to those who are
important or knowledgeable or experts, but to the night shift in
the back 40. They hear “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace, goodwill among people.” This is both shocking and
amazing - and they can’t help but check it out - finding God’s
glory in a food trough. They are so excited they return to their
lives “glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen.”

God’s Glory comes to ordinary people, inviting ordinary
people to share the glory - not fame, but God’s blessings and a
hope-full future. And this is worth singing Gloria to.

& Prayer
God of everyone, thank you that you come to live with people

- ordi le. That bring blessings to all dall
Annunciation to the Shepherds - Hanna Varghese oraihary peopie at you bring blessings to afl ages and a

Reading: Isaiah 40: 3-5

places. Amen.

Older angel: Mmmmm....maybe this is a clue.
'Respomﬁnj to God
J1 Hymn: Prepare the way of the Lord #1-2..........cc........ p. 11 (112)
www.youtube.com/watch2v=_D-xqZw36éwc J1 Hymn: Angels we have heard on high #3-4.............. p. 10 (147)
www.youtube.com/watch2v=yJZCR30TN_Y

Angel 1: So that is why we must practice the Gloria song!

FaithTalk: These are some questions for you to discuss with
Angel 2: We have to be ready to announce a special person N /

somebody... or many somebodies.

coming’from God! N Do what you feel safe (and practice stretching a little).
Older angel: Let’s keep on practising... 3.1 Etching: Who would you like to be in the Christmas story... or
Rev. Peter Rombeek 5/12 Dec 14, 2025
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJZCR30TN_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_D-xqZw36wc
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Luke+2
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Isaiah+40

Wonder:

at least in a pageant?

Look back over the Bible passages. What do you
wonder? What would you like to ask the people
about?

Visions: Describe an aspect of the story that brings that helps
you feel God'’s hope, peace, joy, or love?

Actions: With whom can you share some the Glory you find
in the Christmas story¢ Talk about what's stopping
you.

Prayer: ...that we might feel excitement and power of God’s
glory - and share this with others.
‘?ﬁ’r Spirit Sightings

[t is wonderful to see the way that community gathers to
support others at Christmas - such as the Montreal Children’s
Theatre Community Dinner last night. Just like the Lord’s Table,
everyone was welcome to share a wonderful feast that was full of
joy. This is an example of God’s Spirit at work.

Rev. Peter Rombeek

K4nsington Presbyterian Church

6/12

Offering

Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website:
kensingtonchurch.ca. Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and
then the pretty button. It gives you various options that are easy
to follow.

You can also donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is
info@kensingtonchurch.ca.

Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance
(PAR) are also good options.

& Prayers of the people

Dear Lord, God of the whole universe,
creator of every atom
When we stop and notice,
your creation is amazing.
With our sun blazing in the dark
and bring energy and life to the earth
...imitating you
with your light bringing energy and life
to everyone who is open to you.

Thank you
for creation
and especially for your coming
the way you did in Jesus.
Sharing your glory with everyone,
then and now.

Sharing your glory with those living in hard times.
Just as the people in the Christmas story were living
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https://kensingtonchurch.ca/

with no say in the government
and soldiers forcing the like bullies
you are with people now
who live with conflict and oppression
with bullies and worse.

May people now know your glory.

You share your glory with those who feel unimportant,
like you did with Mary and Shepherds.

May everyone know they are important
May people now know your glory.

You brought your glory to a stable in a small town.
Help people now know that you will go anywhere (everywhere)
to be with them.

May people now know your glory.

Your Glory became a person in Jesus

who brought healing everywhere he went.
and you still offer healing,

We pray for those needing healing

in their bodies, minds, and souls.
May you make them whole and well.

May people now know your glory.
With the help our your Holy Spirit,

may the Lord’s prayer shape our life...

Rev. Peter Rombeek 7/12
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f The Lord’s Prayer (please use a version you are comfortable with)

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
Amen.

51 Hymn: Go tell it on the mountain ...........c....ccceeen.. pg 12 (133)

www.youtube.com/watch2v=b%07bv7enYl
www.youtube.com/watch2v=xtDUkWy3IW8 (gospel)
www.youtube.com/watch2v=W_GgZsUyzHA (banjo & fiddle)

Benediction
The angels sang,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on Earth, peace.”
Let this be our prayer and our song.

May God, who sent his angels
to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth,
fill you with joy and make you heralds of the gospel.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_GgZsUyzHA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfDUkWy3lW8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b9o7bv7enYI

Nativity - Brian Kershisnik
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Wise men at wall - Jim Forrest
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Nativity - Sawai Chinnawong - Thailand
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