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The Word on Christmas Eve?

December 24, 2025

WELCOME, we come to you from the un-ceded lands of the
Kanien’keh4:ka Nation.

We are offering a variety of ways for people to gather. We are
welcoming people to worship in person, as well as through Zoom,
YouTube, and this printable PDFE." If this is how you are
worshipping, know that you are not alone... and if you like, you can
invite others to join you. Clicking on or tapping blue text will take
you to a web-site.

[f you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca).

Ty AT SO ey O
AnnouAcemonts

Prayer Groups:
Zoom: returning Wednesday January 7™ at 6:30 am
Women’s Prayer Group: returning in person Thurs, Jan 8" 2pm

and through What'’s App
Bible Study: will return Wednesday January 7™ from 7-8 pm
Church Office: will be closed until January 5®.
Friday Food & Films: returning January 9™
NA: open meetings Tuesdays & Wednesdays at noon (incl Dec 25)

I note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

Rev. Peter Rombeek
K4nsington Presbyterian Church
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Pinoy Belem - Wayne Forte

Contacts

Church Office: 514-486-4559................ info@Kensingtonchurch.ca

Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)................... Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
514-773-4620

Zoé Dupont-Foisy (music director)........ zoedupontfoisy@hotmail.com

Orly (Outreach co-ordinator)................. orly.kensington@gmail.com

Rose Ngo Mbenoun (Clerk of Session). .admin@Kensingtonchurch.ca
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Flppmﬂcﬁinj God

2 Call to worship?

Piano: In a land ruled by an empire, under the weight of
oppression, a young couple search for a place for Mary to
give birth, but there was no room at the inn.

Windows: In the humblest of places, the promised child is
born!

Piano: In lowly circumstances, God fulfills the promise to all
people. This is the meeting of heaven and earth!

Windows: The glorious light of that stable burst into the
night, announcing a birth that has changed the world.
On this night, we light the Christ candle.

ﬁ (The candle of love is lit.)

Let us pray together:

Living God, may the light of Christ find a home in our
hearts, in our congregations and in our world.
Hallelujah! Christ is born!

5 Hymn: O Come all ye faithful #1,2,5.......cc.cceen. pg 11 (159)
youtu.be/7aHIXnLwNws2t=263

£ Prayer of Approach?®
Holy One!
Precious creator,
breathe on us with your Spirit of wonder.
Instill in us wonder and awe
at the night when God took up residence with all creation.

2 adapted from liturgy provided by the Presbyterian World Service & Development
3 adapted from Spill the Beans #25
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The angels sing in the heavens,
God’s people wait with bated breath
and all becomes calm and peace—for a moment.

As we gather, and as we worship this night
we still our souls,
we reflect on our place,
we offer our lives.

On the night when the world joined in the birth pangs
We too groan as we remember
the times when we were not our best,
the times when we knew as the world turning away from you.

We seek forgiveness this night.
We seek your light to fill us and renew us.
We seek again the Wonder of God—
new born, vulnerable, en-fleshed, God With Us.
With us, then and now and for ever.
Amen.
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https://youtu.be/7aH9XnLwNws?t=263

Assurance of Pardon* (Matthew 1:21)
[ invite you to hear the good news.
She will give birth to a son,
and you are to give him the name Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins.
Know that all who come wanting to change,
their sins are forgiven.

As we gather and think of the world God dreams of,
we remember the prayer that Jesus teaches us.
[ invite you to join in saying the Lord’s Prayer...

(J
! o The Lord’s Prayer (please use a version you are comfortable with)
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
Amen.

5 Hymn: O little town of Bethlehem #1, 4.................... pg 11 (165
www.youtube.com/watch2v=Jrn6DscdOM8

4 Worship Sourcebook E.2.3
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L Intro to the Word

Tonight advent is done and Christmas come. To celebrate we’ll
see and hear different perspectives of God coming as one of us

(“moving into the neighbourhood” as Eugene Peterson puts it in
The Message).

One of the big things about Christmas is presents, so we're
going to start with them. It’s absolutely okay if you didn’t bring a
present. Just coming to church, many of you received one... and
I’'m going to invite you to share them when I call out the number
that’s on it.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jrn6Dscd0M8

& Prayer for lllumination
Lord, open our hearts and minds
through the power of your Holy Spirit,
that we may be amazed by Christmas.

Amen.

8— The Presents

our nativity
1) Angel

Obur first present is an angel. While we know they are an angel
because of the wings, the real sign of an angel is that they are
messengers from God. Angels are important.

This angel looks gentle. We don’t really know what they look
like, but angel’s often have to start by saying, “Do not be afraid.” -
which suggests that people are scared. It could be that they look
scary, or that people are afraid of what they might do or say. They
could destroy cities, though more often they delivered messages
that led to big changes - changes that aren’t easy, ...though they do
make the world better.

The Angel reminds us that God sends us messages.

Rev. Peter Rombeek
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2) Mary

This is Mary. She is on her knees. Sometimes people get on
their needs to tend something - like flowers, or a child.
Sometimes people get on their knees to show respect for
somebody. Sometimes they collapse to their knees if they receive
really really big news.

An angel has come to Mary. As a messenger from God, they
deserve respect. Mary is told that God would like her to become
the mother of God’s son. Consider that Mary was completely
unimportant... this is really really big news for her (and the whole
world). It is also hard news, because becoming pregnant outside
of marriage means that Mary would normally be kicked out of
her family and town... or killed. Mary may not look it here, but
she is very courageous to accept the danger of God’s invitation.

Mary reminds us of what can happen when we have the
courage to say yes.

3) Joseph

This is Joseph. When he enters the story he’s struggling. If he
marries Mary, who is not pregnant from him, he wouldn’t have to
worry about being killed like Mary did, but he would be unable
to get any work. Even if he wanted this family, how could he
support them! Then the angel comes in a dream. The stakes
increase. Can he be the step-father of the son-of-God?

Life doesn’t go as Joseph had imagined, but with God’s help it
all works out.

Joseph reminds us that when we follow, God will look after us.

3.5) Donkey
The donkey has packages tied to his back. He, like so many
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before him, is bearing other people’s burdens. Joseph & Mary are
forced by the Roman invaders to report to another city to be
counted for taxes. The donkey works to help - without any credit.

The donkey reminds us that following God requires help and
work.

4) Cow & Manger (and Stable)

Here we have a cow, a food trough, and a stable. To state the
obvious, it’s not a fancy hotel or friendly home. It’s definitely not
a palace for a king. A stable is the only place Joseph and Mary
could find to stay. If we asked the cow, she’d tell us the stable was
well looked after and cleaned twice a day. Nobody in the scene
owns it, but they are allowed to stay here out of the wind &
weather.

This setting reminds us that God came into the world, not to
be pampered with the 1%, but to be with those who were
struggling.

5) Baby

This is a baby. A human baby. Like other human babies, it
cries & poos... and is an amazing miracle. This baby is Jesus, the
Son of God. He reminds us that God became human. God, the
Creator of the Universe, became one of us.

6) Shepherd

This is a shepherd. While this one looks young, he has it hard.
He must make sure that the sheep in his care find food and
water. If anything shows up, he puts his life on the line to rescue
them. If one is missing, he goes to find it. He works hard - with
lousy hours.

Rev. Peter Rombeek 5/16
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The angel visited the shepherds too. Instead of telling the
‘important’ people that God’s son had been born in Bethlehem,
the angel tells the shepherds working the night shift. This is
amazing. And when the shepherds see the baby - they are even
more amazed. Meeting God as a human baby, they run and share
the news with everyone they can find.

The shepherds remind us that again that God comes to
ordinary people, even forgotten people... and that this is exciting.

=
ol &y

Angel visit shepherds - Severino

7-9) Magi

In a land far away well educated people, Magi, notice that God
is doing something that will change the world. They were
probably priests in a different religion. They were definitely
outsiders. Yet they were welcome to celebrate God’s glory on
earth.
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The Magi remind us that God’s coming includes outsiders, the This isn’t the nativity, but it includes so much of the story.

intellectual, and the elite. Joseph and Mary are trying to find a place to stay by King David’s

Combined, the nativity presents us with a vision of God motel. She’s on a donkey under the star. The Holy Spirit, or
coming to all people (ordinary, elite, those part of the dove, is flying over Mary. They even have halos. More to the
community, and outsiders) - coming as a vulnerable human baby point, it shows God coming through ordinary people trying to
through the courage of ordinary people. follow - and life growing in improbable ways.

This is the ultimate Christmas present for us... and for us to
share.

7 Hymn: In the bleak midwinter #1, 4............ccc..oo... pg 112 (145)
www.youtube.com/watch2v=0OHHIONilAy4

other nativities
Let’s take a little look at a few other nativities.

Here’s one I saved as ‘hipster nativity’. Is this what it would be
like now? Selfies! texting! presents from amazon! It’s fun... but
does it remind us of the good news! ...could it be used to tell
about the good news!

José & Maria - Everet

Rev. Peter Rombeek 6/16 Dec 24, 2025
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHHl0NiIAy4

This morning I heard about the Israeli government approving
another 19 settlements in the occupied West Bank,” and about a
Palestinian house being attacked, tear gassed, and livestock killed.
It reminded me of this nativity from Bethlehem in 2023. The
bombings in Gaza made it easy to find the rubble.

5 total of 160, with 69 in the last three years.

Rev. Peter Rombeek
K4nsington Presbyterian Church

This is the nativity this year at Lake St Church in Evanstown (a
suburb of Chicago).® It’s set after the birth when the soldiers
come looking for the baby called King of the Jews. These soldiers
had ICE on their vests. Mary and Joseph wore gas masks to
protect them from gas attacks. Jesus has his wrists zip tied... like
the ICE offers have been doing in the Chicago area. Vandals
attacked the display and Joseph was destroyed. The second time
they decapitated Mary - so the church put up a sign explaining
that Mary was suspected to be in detention, but the family
couldn’t find where she was being held.

...is this disrespectful? or distracting from the good news! or
does it reflect the Christmas message’

5 Hymn: Infant holy, infant lowly..........cccooeiiiiiin pg 12 (143)

www.youtube.com/watch2v=k0pvBT2CsN8

Intro to the Word

Our last vision of God’s coming comes from the Gospel
According to John.

Both the people in the gospel and the original people it was
written for were living in poverty and oppression from Roman
occupation. In the case of the people it was written for, Rome
had destroyed the Temple in Jerusalem, and now they were being
kicked out of their synagogues because they believed Jesus was the
Messiah. What they believed was important. It could put them
into conflict with the government and their neighbours.

So, what does this passage say about God coming? What’s this
version of the Christmas story present! What gift can we receive
from it

evanstonroundtable.com/2025/12/16/nativity-scene-at-lake-street-church-adjusted-after-being-
vandalized-a-second-time/
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Reading: Please look up the passages in your own

Bible,” or click on the name to be taken to an online version.

[ohn 1: 1-18

% Sermon: What's the Word?
Dear Lord, please bless these words
and the meditations of our hearts. Amen.

After years of debating, the people deciding what should go
into the Newer Testament chose, with the help of the Holy Spirit,
to include the four different gospel accounts. Mark doesn’t give
Jesus an origin story - He just shows up and it’s all go go go. The
Gospel According to Matthew starts by telling us how Jesus is
connected back to Father Abraham through King David. Luke
connects Jesus back to Adam. As you just heard, John goes even
further back. The first chapter of the Bible tells of how God
spoke creation into being - and Jesus was the Word® that made it
happen. For those early Christians, believing in Jesus was not
creating some new god, but acknowledging the one who was
God'’s active presence in bringing life to... everything.

8

If you’d like a new Bible with helpful notes, | recommend the ‘Life with God Bible’ NRSV from
Renovaré. ISBN 0061834963

or for the more academically inclined, The New Oxford Study Bible NRSV

in Spanish they translate Word’ from John as ‘Verb’ - an active word

Rev. Peter Rombeek
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Like the other stories of Jesus coming, this one acknowledges
that there is darkness, and into darkness God brings a great light.
This light helps us to see clearly flaws/sins in our own lives and
our society. The Light also shows us the way towards hope. Jesus
being the source of light was world shaping for those early
Christians. The inclusion of John in the passage shows a good
way to share the light. Unlike in some other passages, he’s not
ranting against anyone. He is simply pointing to where he finds

the Light.

And that is in the Word became flesh. This wasn’t a metaphor.
God became all fleshy like us (and by ‘us’ don’t just think just
people of Kensington, but all people). This takes the relationship
to a new level. They knew that God was with them, but now God
had become one of them - one of us. Sometimes kids say to their
parents, “You have no idea what it’s like!”, and the parents think,
“I was there once.” In Jesus, God was one of us. God knows. This
was revolutionary.

Also revolutionary was the part that all who believe can also be
children of God. The Word of God coming to light the world as
a human Jesus so that we may become children of God. This
leads to questions of how. How’s that happen? How do we live it?
As God experienced a human life, how do we experience the
Divine? How do we respond?

We'll be exploring this with the Gospel According to John
until after Easter, but for now remember that Jesus is one with
God since before the beginning, that through Jesus we can find
life as children of God... and that Jesus is not just present with us,
but one of us - which is the best Christmas present ever.

To God be all the glory

Amen.
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https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=John+1

@;W@ to God

5 Hymn: Hark the herald angels sing..........c..cocoeeenni.n. pg le (139)
www.youtube.com/watch2v=Ceb8KBRT{AM

QQ FaithTalk: These are some questions for you to discuss with
somebody... or many somebodies.
Do what you feel safe (and practice stretching a little).
Memories: Share what Christmas was like for you growing up?
What patterns/traditions were there? What about
them do you appreciate? Have you continued any
of them?
Share what are important parts of celebrating
Christmas.
What would the Christmas story be like if it
happened now? Where would it happen? Who
would be involved? What if it was set in Montréal?
What would a nativity based on John 1:1-18 look
like?
Describe what aspect of the Christmas story you is
catching your attention this year.
Brainstorm who you can share the Christmas
message you're relating to.
Take the risk and wish people a Merry Christmas.
...that we will be so filled with the Christmas Spirit
that, like the shepherds and John, we share this
present with others.

* Spirit Sightings
Tonight I see the Holy Spirit working through the season. Yes,
it has become very commercialized, and advent calendars have

Values:

Visions:

Visions:
Etching:
Actions:

Actions:
Prayer:

forgotten about Jesus coming... but many people also think more

Rev. Peter Rombeek
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of others and how they could change how they live. It’s hard, but
there is hope - and hope comes from God.

Northern Nativity - night watchman - W Kurelek

* Offering

Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website:
kensingtonchurch.ca. Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and
then the pretty button. It gives you various options that are easy
to follow.

You can also donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is
info@kensingtonchurch.ca.

Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance
(PAR) are also good options.
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& Prayers of the people’
This is the night for rejoicing.
This is the night for loving.

This is the night for sharing wonder and awe.

This is the night when we turn our thoughts
and our prayers
out into the world
where God’s light is needed;
where God’s peace is sought;
where God’s Son is found.

Holy One, we pray for our world:
where peace is a distant dream—
come dwell with us; ...
where light is overwhelmed in darkness—
come shine around us; ...
where joy is a forgotten emotion—
come move among Us; ...
where hope is longed for—
come Jesus and live with us again! ...

We pray this night
that in every corner of the world

the light of Christ will shine in the darkness

and the darkness shall be overcome.
In the name of the Christ child we pray.
Amen.

9  Spill the Beans #25

Rev. Peter Rombeek
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51 Hymn: Joy to the world............oocoooiiiiiiie pg 14 (153)
www.youtube.com/watch2v=FazsxP1-ZIA

Benediction'®

The joy of the angels,

the eagerness of the shepherds,

the perseverance of the Magi,
the obedience of Joseph and Mary,
and the peace of the Christ child be yours this Christmas.

And the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

be upon you - always.

10 Worship Sourcebook E.9.2.1
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Christian Ml':mﬁm Cantate Domino Mausic: public domain
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153 Joy to the world
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na - tions prove the glo - ries of his right - eous - found, far as, far as the curse is found.
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‘Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt Music: Lowell Mason (1792-1872); . o \/
harmony, Henry Rosevear (1903-1982) CCLI #4440603 heaven and na - ture sing (Similarly for vv 2, 3 & 4)
Whords: public domain  Music: harmony, copyright © estate of Henry Rosevear
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M | SS | O N MOM E NT Sunday, December 21

Pakistan is listed among the world’s worst-performing
countries in education indicators. Poverty, child labour,
gender discrimination and harmful norms within a highly
patriarchal society impede equal access to education,
particularly for girls. In response, PWS&D is implementing
a school feeding project with its partner in Pakistan to
encourage girls’ school attendance in marginalized
communities in Umerkot. Meena, a participant in the
program, shares that receiving a goat as part of the
School Feeding Project has become about much more
than just an animal—it is a symbol of her family’s commitment to education and
community well-being. “Providing milk to the school is my responsibility, and |
take pride in doing it because | know it benefits not just my daughter but all the
children in our village. Their health and future matter to me,” she shares.

DAILY PRAYERS

Sunday, December 21 (4th Sunday of Advent) We pray that the love
we know in Christ will nourish and nurture our love until we conform to the
pattern of Christ’s life.

Monday, December 22 We pray for members of the Atlantic Mission
Society and their congregations. May they experience the Hope, Peace, Joy and
Love that the Saviour offers to all in this time of spiritual reflection.

Tuesday, December 23 We give thanks for the gift of friendship, the joy of
gathering together, and the laughter shared with loved ones.

Wednesday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) We pray that our lives may
echo the refrain of the angels, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace,
good will to all people”

Thursday, December 25 (Christmas Day) Loving God, we thank you for the
gift of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ who brings reconciliation. May we know you
more clearly and serve you more faithfully as we receive the Christ Child again.

Friday, December 26 We pray for teachers in the refugee camp in Beirut,
who, through the Joint Christian Committee for Social Service in Lebanon, equip
young people with skills for employment.

Saturday, December 27 We pray for congregations and ministries that
provide warm meals and a place of refuge during the cold days of winter.
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Christ
IS Born!

Hope stands resilient, even in the face of poverty, injustice and adversity.

Through PWS&D, the church answers God's call to support those in need.
Together, we are working toward a brighter future for our global community
by fostering sustainable solutions to overcome poverty and offering support

in regions impacted by disaster, whether caused by conflict or climate change.

Inspired by God's promise of abundant life, PWS&D addresses challenges
such as hunger, poverty, injustice and disaster. Qur collaborative efforts aim
to restore dignity, alleviate suffering and encourage cooperation within
communities.

As we celebrate the birth of Christ, let's keep our neighbours—baoth near
and far—in our hearts. Your support plays a vital role in the success of this

transformative mission.

This Christmas, help spread hope, peace, joy and love across the globe
by supporting PWS&D.
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