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'Feérumy 16, 2025

WELCOME, we come to you from the un-ceded lands of the
Kanienkehd:ka Nation.

We're glad this PDF has come to you.' If you're using a device,
clicking on or tapping blue text will take you to a web-site. We are
also welcoming people to worship in person on Sundays at 10:30,
over Zoom, and on YouTube. Know that you are not alone.

[f you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca).

Announcements

Sunday Singing: Join Zoé on Sundays at 9:15 to share in the music.

Prayer Groups:
Zoom: Wednesday 6:30 am
Woman’s Prayer Group: Thursdays 2-3:30 pm at Cathy’s house
talk to Ines or Cathy for more information

Bible Study on Luke: Wednesday 7-8 pm over zoom and in person
Jesus & Java: Thursday, 3:30 pm at Beetz, 5914 Sherbrooke @ Clifton
A casual discussion about life and God

Drop Box: Food donations are welcome for the Food Pantry at
Women on the Rise, and items for children (ex. diapers) for young

mothers through Head & Hands.

I note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

Rev. Peter Rombeek
K4nsington Presbyterian Church

Fish in Picton - Rombeek

Sanctuary Mental Health exploration: Fridays
6:30 pizza (RSVP with Peter appreciated)
followed by video and discussion exploring key mental health
topics and examining meaningful ways to offer companionship,
support recovery, and promote wellbeing.

Contacts

Church Office: 514-486-4559............... info@Kensingtonchurch.ca

Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)................... Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
514-773-4620

Zoé Dupont-Foisy (music director)........ zoedupontfoisy@hotmail.com

Rose Ngo Mbenoun (Clerk of Session)..admin@Kensingtonchurch.ca

Feb 16, 2025
What did you expect?



?lppmﬂcﬁi@ God
ﬁ Lighting of the Christ Candle

Jésus Chris est la lumiére du monde.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

Call to worship  (based on Luke 1:46-50)
Our souls magnify the Lord!
Our spirits rejoice in God our Savior!
The mighty One has done great things for us!
Holy is God’s name!
Let us worship God.
For God is our Maker and our Redeemer;
from generation to generation God gives mercy.

Jd Hymn: Oh for a thousand tongues to sing.................

www.youtube.com/watch2v=ibiQ17uulKU

In the midst of it all - Lynne Sinclair Taylor

Rev. Peter Rombeek
K4nsington Presbyterian Church

£ Prayer of Approach
Lord God, creator of the universe,
you are bigger than creation
and yet with every quark and lepton.
You are more powerful than a supernova,
and yet can be like the coziest hug.
You are challenging, yet comfortable;
hidden, yet everywhere.
God, Lord, Jesus, ... you are more than we can imagine.

Please forgive us for when we stop imagining
and place you in a picture frame...
Forgive us when we try to leave you hanging on our wall,
and not see you around us...
Forgive us that when we do feel your joy,
we don’t share your love with people you've put in our lives...

We pray that your Spirit will bring us sight and insight,
wisdom and courage
and to guide us into your Kingdom come.

As a stop on our journey,
we sing the prayer that Jesus gave us.

o
£ The Lord’s Prayer (please use a version you are comfortable with)
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbiQ17uulKU

Save us from the time of trial #- Intro to the readings

and deliver us from evil. After taking out a wrapped box...
For the kingdom, the power, What do you think is inside?
and the glory are yours What do you expect?
Amen.

We can guess all sorts of things.

g Some things we might get right
istening to God & &1t €T TIEh
L ﬂ G others not. We'll only really know
J Hymn: Jesus’ hands were kind hands........................... pg 2 (631) by looking... so let’s open it. [contains some small containers of play-
httos://www.voutube.com/watch2v=8Sar7doTD5M dough, some macaroni for an interesting sound, and some heart

chocolates for valentines day)

Our Bible passage is a bit about people having expectations.
Listen for that.

In it we'll hear about John. This is Jesus’ cousin. He was
famous at the time for telling people that God was going to send
somebody to get ride of all the bad stuff - and they'd better make
sure that didn’t include them. Many listened, repented (were
sorry and promised to change) and he baptized them to show
they were in a good relationship with God.

...he also criticized the king for not being good - and the king
locked John up in his palace dungeon.

As Cathy & Dean read, listen both for expectations, and for
anything that stands out for you.

Reading: Please look up the passages in your own
Bible,? or click on the name to be taken to an online version.

£ Prayer for Illumination Luke 7: 1835

Lord, open our hearts and minds

through the power of your Holy Spirit, . — o _
2 If you'd like a new Bible with helpful notes, | recommend the ‘Life with God Bible’ NRSV from

that we may know you better. Amen. Renovaré. ISBN 0061834963
or for the more academically inclined, The New Oxford Study Bible NRSV
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Sqr7doTD5M
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Luke+7

* Sermon: What did you expect?
Dear Lord, please bless these words
and the meditations of our hearts. Amen.
You can tell me later which line stood out for you. The line
that stood out at the Bible study (your welcome to join us) was when
Jesus talked about the greatest person ever born.

This makes me wonder what is a great person. What do we
expect a great person to be!

Let’s start by brainstorming some great people (they can be real
or not). . .
possible examples: Gandhi, Mother Theressa, Tommy Douglas,
Clara Hughs (Olympics and mental health), Bono, Dr. Who, ..

What makes somebody great?
What do we expect? . ..

At the Bible Study we agreed that Jesus was the greatest person
ever born. How would you describe Jesus!?
...kind, powerful, son of God, middle eastern, compassionate,
liked going to parties, ...

Rev. Peter Rombeek
K4nsington Presbyterian Church

However, Jesus doesn’t claim to be the greatest person ever
born - he says that was John. Perhaps he was being humble, or
playing to the crowds. They probably thought highly of John as
we're told that there were many listening who had been inspired
to repent and had been baptized by John.

What was the great John like?
Well, he lived in the wilderness along the River Jordan. He ate
things he found and dressed in rough uncomfortable clothes. He
tended to yell and scold people for not behaving. Still, people
came from all around to hear him. People who lived in ways that
hurt God’s community would become sorry for that, then repent
and John would baptize them. John was changing lives for the
better. Still, based on his behaviour some said he was possessed
or crazy.

And after celebrating how great John is Jesus turns
expectations upside-down. He says that John is nothing in the
Kingdom of God; anyone there is greater than John.

This upsets the expectations. How are we supposed to figure
things out now! What are we to expect!

Well, God is supposed to send The Messiah, The Saviour. This
person would be great. What sort of expectations should we have?
did they have?

John had some expectations. Back in chapter 3 we heard him
say, “His sortingfork is in his hand, to clear his threshingfloor and to
gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.” John is expecting the Messiah to clean house
and burn the parts that aren’t helpful.

[s this what Jesus has been doing! ...no. He’s been collecting
people from the floor of society, healing those who aren’t helpful,
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and going to parties with those who haven’t repented - and least
not yet.

What would others have been expecting from The Saviour of
God? Going back to the great prophets of old, some would expect
that the blind would receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers be
cleansed and able to return to society, the deaf would hear, the
dead raised, the poor hear good news - and captives be freed.
These were all signs of what it would be like in God’s kingdom -
things that the Messiah would do to make the world right. Jesus
invites people to look at what’s happening and form their own
conclusions.

John is left wondering though.
Jesus isn’t cleaning house of those John thinks are bad. His fire
doesn’t seem to be about burning people in eternal damnation,
but about firing people up. Jesus also hasn’t set the captives free -
captives like John. No wonder John sent some of his disciples to
ask Jesus if he really is The One. No wonder Jesus says, “blessed is
anyone who does not find my actions to be a stumbling block for their

faith.”

And what about us?

What expectations do we have about Jesus coming again? What
would Jesus look like? Where would he go? What would happen?

What could be a stumbling block for you?
For some people they expect that when they believe in Jesus their
life will become easier, or they will be healed, or have enough
food - things like in the list of what Jesus was doing. Except it
doesn’t happen. As our series on Mental Health pointed out last
Friday, we live in a broken world and while the Kingdom is
coming - it’s not here yet.

That said, we can still do what Jesus invites John’s disciples to
do - and later his own. We can share what we do see.

We can see God working through Presbyterians Sharing’
supporting congregations, leadership development, reconciliation
ministries, and many others ways. Then there Presbyterian World
Service & Development® that is empowering, feeding & healing
people around the world. And at Kensington we are helping
build people’s faith and share love, hope & healing. We provide a
place for groups like The New Hope Seniors Centre,” NA® & AA.
Then we can look outside of the church. In the community
around our building there are groups like Head and Hands,®
Forward House,” and Action Réfugiés.”® These are some places where
we can witness God working.

What about others?
What do our neighbours, colleagues, & friends see? Do they only
know the history of oppression? of abuses! Do they see spaces
given for support groups! Do they consider any of the work of the
church as a sign of God? Do they know it happens? Do they
consider a church, or a Christian, as a place they can ask
questions if they wonder about there being ‘something more’ to
life?

Could we be like John’s disciples and share the hope we see
going on in the world?

Which [ suppose turns the expectations question on its head
as this gets at what Jesus might be expecting from us.

presbyterian.ca/sharing
resbyterian.ca/pwsd
newhopendg.com
www.eanamontreal.org
www.aa87.org/en

headandhands.ca
www.forwardhouse.org

0 actionr.org

5/10 Feb 16, 2025

What did you expect?

Rev. Peter Rombeek
K4nsington Presbyterian Church


https://actionr.org/
https://www.forwardhouse.org/
https://headandhands.ca/
https://www.aa87.org/en/
https://www.eanamontreal.org/
https://newhopendg.com/
https://presbyterian.ca/pwsd/
https://presbyterian.ca/sharing/

Knowing you all - I don’t think any of you consider yourself *)ér Spirit Sightings
great. Personally I believe that’s one of the characteristics of a Presentation of Hanvit Lee
great person. | also think who’s great in this society doesn’t .
matter. Rather, let’s check our expectations - how they might be
holding us back - and whether we can leave them behind to focus
on what we can see going on - and sharing the good news.

Something you like to do? . . .

*  How would you describe God? . ..

*  Why do you want to be a part of a church? .. ..
*  What is a Bible verse you like? . . .

To God be all the glory Christian Friends, Hanvit Lee has
Amen. been baptized and is a member of the

body of Christ. He has been nurtured

within the Christian community and

knows the beliefs and practices of the
church.

Let us remember our baptisms and

Rejpomﬁnﬂ to God

Jd Hymn Sing: This is a time when we sing several hymn requests.
You can join in on YouTube:
www.youtube.com/channel/UC_EPsf2FuWoeen7i1iGcz_w give thanks.

By the waters of baptism

and the power of the Holy Spirit

God claims us

FaithTalk: These are some questions for you to discuss with
somebody... or many somebodies.
Do what you feel safe (and practice stretching a little).
Memories: Thinking of the snow today, can you share a snowy
time when you felt joy?
Visions: What expectations do we have about Jesus coming

and calls each one by name.
God unites us to Christ in his death
and resurrection
and grafts us into the body of Christ

againg
What would Jesus look like? as members of the church.
Where would he go? God washes us clean by forgiving our sin;
What would happen? commissions us to be a royal priesthood

Wonder: How could you prepare for Jesus coming again? with Christ
Identify what could be a stumbling block for you? in his ministry to the world;

Etching: What Bible passage do you hold dear?

Values: Why do you want to be a part of a church? a part of In making this public procession of
Kensington? his faith, he desires to affirm his
Prayer: ...that we will recognize the presence of God. baptism and to claim the rights and
Rev. Peter Rombeek 6/10 Feb 16, 2025
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responsibilities associated with membership in Kensington
Presbyterian Church.

Hanvit, we have these questions for you...

1) Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the
ways of sin and renounce evil and its power in the world?

2) Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and
Saviour, trusting in his grace and love!

3) Do you desire, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to seek Christ
and show his love to the world?

the congregation:
So you promise to pray for Hanvit and continue to support
him in his journey’

Let us, with all the people of God, confess the faith of the
church with the Apostles’ Creed.

prayer
Gracious God,
we praise you for calling us to be your people,
and for gathering us to be the church, the body of Christ.
We thank you for bringing Hanvit to us,
and celebrate his gifts of community, compassion, music,
prayer, and so much else.
Together, may we live in your Spirit,
growing in faith
and being witnesses to each other, and the world.
In Jesus name.
Amen.

Hanvit Lee, may the God of hope
fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit
you may abound in hope,
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

* Offering

Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website:
kensingtonchurch.ca. Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and
then the pretty button. It gives you various options that are easy

to follow.

You can also donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is
info@kensingtonchurch.ca.

Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance
(PAR) are also good options.

£ Prayers of the people

This week we will be passing
around our prayer diary and
having a prayer based on that.
You are welcome to create your
own prayer based on this"...

In our prayers for others
may we pray a real prayer,
may we join a real Jesus
in a real world.
May we let go all that whitewashes you, O God,
and meet you in the hungry and poor.
May we recognise your face

from Spill the Beans #21

Rev. Peter Rombeek
K4nsington Presbyterian Church
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in those who are longing for a better way,
a more just world
but not from the sidelines
or the stone pulpits
or the conference lectures
but from the breadlines
and the denuded fields
and the refugee camps.
May we meet you where you are in the world
and may we take off our shoes
and join you there.
May we make our prayer
a way of life,
a just way of living,
companions with all
who have no justice.
May we not accept justice for us
until there is justice for all.
May we not accept feasting for us
until there is feasting for all.
May we not accept bread and wine
until there is bread and wine for all.

Loving God,
God in this world,
whose feet are covered in mud
and hands calloused
this is our prayer,
fewer words
and more involvement in the world.

So be it.

Amen.

Rev. Peter Rombeek 8/10
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Jd Hymn: Oh | know the Lord’s laid his hands on me ... pg 10 (579)
www.youtube.com/watch2v=r2GG3z3UWQY

* Benediction (2 Corinthians 13:13)

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with all of you.
Amen.
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