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What sin? What future?

Sepfeméer 8, 2024

WELCOME, we come to you from the un-ceded lands of the
Kanien’keh4:ka Nation.

We are offering a variety of ways for people to gather. We are
welcoming people to worship n person (with singing), as well as
through Zoom, YouTube, and this printable PDE." If this is how you
are worshipping, know that you are not alone... and if you like, you
can invite those who live with you to join you, or connect with
others through the phone or outside.

[f you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca).

Armouncements
Clicking on or tapping blue text will take you to a web-site
Choir: Sunday mornings at 9:30.

Zoom Prayer Group: Wednesday at 6:30 a.m. Adam and Eve - Wenzel Peter
usO4web.zoom.us/j/7737301072
pwd=eUo2MO9YMEw5dkZvdm2uQmpHNIUrUTO9?

Jesus & Java: Join us as we share the joys and questions of faith.

Thursday, 3:30 pm at Beetz, 5914 Sherbrooke @ Clifton
‘Film’ Series: Will be starting on Sept 20™ with pizza & board games

Contacts

New Hope Fundraising Dinner: Sept 20" Church Office: 514-486-4559.............. info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter R k tOr) i, Pet Kensingtonchurch.
BBQ (free): at St. Ansgars on Grand and NDG starting around 12:30. v. Peter Rombeelk (pastor) 5]ef_r7@73?22;8 onehureh.ca
There will also be a bake table & plant sale. Zoé Dupont-Foisy (music director)........ zoedupontfoisy@hotmail.com
I note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.
Rev. Peter Rombeek /11 August 9, 2024

Kensington Presbyterian Church What sin? What future?


https://us04web.zoom.us/j/773730107?pwd=eUo2M09YMEw5dkZvdm9uQmpHNlUrUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/773730107?pwd=eUo2M09YMEw5dkZvdm9uQmpHNlUrUT09

lepmacﬁinﬂ God
ﬁ Lighting of the Christ Candle

Jésus Christ est la lumiére du monde.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

Call to worship  (Matthew 11:28-29)
Hear this invitation from Jesus
Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me;
for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls.
Let us worship God.

Jd Hymn: For the fruits of all creation...............c..c........ pg 10 (802)

www.youtube.com/watch2v=I[BXHDbesb7k

Adam & Eve 1909 - Edvard Munch
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& Prayer of Approach
Creator God,
who lifted up the mountains and formed the dry land;
whose hands shaped us out of the dust of the earth;
breathing life into us
so that we could share in the wonder and delight
of what you do.

Jesus,
it’s still amazing that you walked through the dust of this earth
to show us how to live - to lead us into your Kingdom.
You continue the message of the prophets
reminding us to seek first the Kingdom of God,
and not think that we know better.

Because we don’t know better...
We've been taught that we should be specific when we say sorry,
and so, in silence, we admit to you our failings. . .

Before God, with the people of God, I confess
to my brokenness: to the ways I wound my life,
the lives of others, and the life of the world
May God forgive you,
Christ renew you
and the Spirit enable you to grow in love.
Amen.

Before God, with the people of God,
we confess to our brokenness:
to the ways we wound our lives,

the lives of others

and the life of the world
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May God forgive you, Christ renew you
and the Spirit enable you to grow in love.
Amen.”

Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit stays with us,
leading us into forgiveness
and into a closer relationship with you.

Help us LORD to live the prayer you teach your students.
Let us sing together the Lord’s Prayer...

.
£ The Lord’s Prayer (please use a version you are comfortable with)
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
Amen.

L’z}'feninj to God
‘)%/r Children’s Story

The composer of the next song, Karen Lafferty, wrote it one
night after a Bible Study. It's based on some teachings of Jesus,’

2 The confession section is from the lona Community’s daily prayer.
3 found in: Matt. 6:33, Matt. 7:7, Matt. 4:4
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and it’s good advice. Let’s go over the words before we sing it:

Seek vye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
{try and live the way God thinks is right]
and all these things shall be added unto you.
[feeling peace, love, ...]

Alleluia [praise God]

Ask, and it shall be given unto you;
[if you're living as God thinks is right]
seek and ye shall find;
knock, and the door shall be opened unto you.

We do not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.

prayer:
Dear Jesus, help us to put you first
so that everyone can know comfort and love.
Amen.

JHymn: Seek ye first.........oocoviiiiiiiii pg 10 (625)
www.youtube.com/watch2v=9LMQIOp9w8k
www.youtube.com/watch2v=yVTZ9DmnXvM (interesting version)

£ Prayer for lllumination
Lord, open our hearts and minds
through the power of your Holy Spirit,
that we may ourselves better... and listen to you.
Amen.
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* Intro to the readings Reading: Please look up the passages in your own

We have three readings today. The longer one is sections from Bible, or click on the name to be taken to an online version.
Genesis chapter 2 and 3. This is the second, though older, Genesis 2: 4b-7, 15-17
creation story. The one told about Seven Days and the one set in Genesis 3: 1-8
the Garden of Eden both tell us truth about God and Luke 11: 14
relationships, but emphasize different aspects of it. We're Psalm 32
skipping the geography lesson and the account of the human & Sermon: What sin2 What future?

being divided into two. Dear Lord, please bless these words

As you listen, pay attention to what you assume and expect, and the meditations of our hearts. Amen

and what you actually hear. To help things stand out a bit our
reading will be a combination of the New Revised Standard

Version, Presbyterian Eugene Peterson’s The Message, and Jewish Asking questions is gon. Thls 1 one of the wa}ls God created
4 us to learn. One of the tricks is to figure out what’s a good

question.

scholar Robert Alter’s Genesis translation.

There will be a short passage from Luke with Jesus responding

to a question from his disciples. Before my Presbytery declared that I could become a minister

they put me on the hot seat and asked me anything they wanted.
And a psalm that I find describes the feeling of today’s theme yP yEIne ey

[t’s not an unusual process. This week I heard about somebody’s
very well.

experience in the Bible Belt. He was asked if he believed the
snake talked. It was obviously a question to find out how literally
he interpreted the Bible. In response, the prospective minister
answered that it wasn’t a fair question to ask. A talking snake
wasn’t an issue in the story. In thinking of questions, this is an
important idea. It’s not a question of if there are good or bad
questions, but are they appropriate, or not, for the context. An
important part of interpreting the Bible is considering what is
important in the passage - and what isn’t. This helps judge if what
you take from it is fair.

What should we ask from today’s passage? As soon as you
heard it you probably had impressions come back from Sunday

5 Ifyou'd like a new Bible with helpful notes, | recommend the ‘Life with God Bible’ NRSV from
4 | wanted to check something in Alter’s translation, but my copy was at the church. An internet search Renovaré. ISBN 0061834963
found chapter three online. You can read it here: www.mifami.org/eLibrary/Alter-Genesis-Ch3.pdf or for the more academically inclined, The New Oxford Study Bible NRSV
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School and Adam & Eve references in books and TV shows. This
week | found the differences between those Sunday School and
cultural versions and what is in the text quite interesting - and
raising questions.

A question I've pondered with friends, and you probably have
too, is why does this even happen. Why did God put the tree
there and then say, ‘Eat whatever you want, but not that nice one
in the middle.” Why put the ban on knowing good and evil? Why
create the temptation? Why create the snake? ...and the story isn’t
concerned with any of that - making this not a good place to
answer those questions.

A little after our reading stopped, God asks the woman what
she had done. She replies, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”®
Often the snake is portrayed as evil or Satan incarnate - though is
this fair to the text! Miguel De La Torre, a Hispanic theologian,
points out that the evil snake and Satan aren’t in the text.
Nobody seems afraid of the snake. The snake also doesn’t tell
Woman or her man to eat the fruit - it just asks a question and
changes how things are seen. De La Torre suggests that perhaps
the snake has the role of the Trickster found in many cultures,
rather than that of evil. How would that change our ideas! This
would be something interesting to explore in a Bible study, but
let’s consider more about the text and assumptions.

There’s the woman. While she tries to shift the attention to
the snake, much of Christian history blames women for original
sin. This term is used not only to refer to the first sin, but to the
breaking of the whole of creation” - which is a lot to be blamed
for. It’s true that the actions in the story change the way the world
works. It offers an explanation for why life is hard, but it doesn’t
single the woman out. Using the story to subjugate women, or

Genesis 3:13 (New Revised Standard Version)
There’s a very interesting Doctor Who story that explores the concept of Original Sin. (The Beast Below
with Matt Smith and Karen Gillan)
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just as a scapegoat, is unfair to the text.

In Sunday School we
learned about this story and
sin. While the ‘s’ word isn’t
used, I think it’s fair to say
that sin is a turning point
in the story. A good
question to ask is, ‘what’s
the sin that twists the story!’

With this version of the
creation story (rather than
the ‘7 Days’ creation story)

God wants somebody to

“till and keep” the earth. If we go back to the Hebrew, ‘till and
keep’ means to serve to protect creation. There’s a job opening
and God forms people to do the work. It’s a different emphasis
from what [ remember in Sunday School. The difference is
interesting, and still related to sin. Putting ourselves before
creation has become the way the world works (which is basically
the definition of systemic sin or original sin), and is a choice.
We're shaped by it, and we chose it. It’s a sin. But the sin in this
story is more than not doing our job.

Another choice is taking from the Tree-of-Knowledge-of-Good-
and-Evil. It’s an understandable choice. What’s wrong with
wanting to be wise! The Bible praises wise people. It says things
like, “Get wisdom; get insight: do not forget, nor turn away from the
words of my mouth.” (Proverbs 4:5) What's wrong with taking a bit
of wisdom?

One explanation for why this is bad is lost in our translations.
For those who understand the meaning behind the Hebrew, the
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term used here for ‘good and evil’ does not refer to a moral code.
It is about the knowledge of good and evil gained through
experience... and trying to get it simply by eating some fruit
rather than living it is wrong. It doesn’t work. I've seen it in many
TV series. As the main characters struggle with life there’s a
somebody in the town who is always trying to get ahead without
doing the work. It never works, though they help lighten the
mood. When I've seen this in real life it’s not so funny. Have you
seen people try and get ahead without doing the work? to be wise
without the experience! Do you remember trying it?

This can be called ‘thinking you know better.’ In this case, it’s
thinking you know better than God. This isn’t respecting God, or
yourself - which makes it a sin. This is a bit like the Sunday
School lesson of disobeying instructions, but gives space to try
everything else - and to ask questions.

An interesting warning that comes out in the text is about
assumptions or accuracy. The woman believes (incorrectly) that
she’s not allowed to touch the tree. When she does and nothing
happens she goes further and eats the fruit... and everything
changes. Her man has no issues with participating.

Now they were told by God that after they ate the fruit they
would die. They would end... except they didn’t.

Did God lie?

[ don’t think so. I think death did happen, but also the
modelling of how to move forward.

The death was to the life they had. By acting like they knew
better than God showed they didn’t trust God. They killed that
relationship. Instead of making them powerful, they realized they
were exposed to everything... especially God. They were naked;
they were ashamed.
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Living with a broken relationship with someone is draining. It
doesn’t matter if they were a friend, colleague, or are family. It
doesn’t matter if it’s your relationship with creation... or with The
Creator. Living in sin saps your soul. In each of these
relationships the sin could come out of assumptions, like the
woman and her understanding that the rule included not
touching. Or perhaps you read a text and assume it’s insulting.
The brokenness could come out of thinking that you know better
and just doing things your way - like taking the fruit despite being
warned that this is the one not too. It could come out of not
‘tilling and keeping’ the relationship - serving and protecting.
These can apply to our relationships with people, creation, and

God.

Perhaps you have felt like the psalmist?
“my body wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer”

The question is: is this the end?
No.

Life doesn’t stop when relationships break;
it doesn’t stop with sin.

But how to continue!
In our story with the Human, the Woman & the Snake...

there are consequences, and there is mercy. God shows them that
forgiveness is the way forward.

Our other passages tell us more. The psalm sings about “Then
I acknowledged my sin to you,... and you forgave the guilt of my sin.”
Step one is to ask God for forgiveness - because everything
involves God. Whether the brokenness is because this is how the
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world works, or by choice, or accidentally - try to be specific. This
is like when you were taught to say, “I'm sorry.” - and it’s
important.

[t’s also important to ask
for forgiveness from others.
This is so important, and
hard, that it is part of the
prayer that Jesus teaches his
disciples.

and I would like to add
another to the list that has
come up at Jesus & Java - the
need to forgive yourself.
There are times when things
happen in our lives that we
regret. [t might be regret over
taking a new job... or not
taking one. Regret of not
pursuing a friendship, or in
not setting better boundaries.
When the regrets start, as the
psalm says, to weigh heavily on you and suck your life out of
you... this is a sign that you need to forgive yourself.

Embodying Forgiveness - B. Racincot

We may not be able to stay in the Garden in Eden, but with
mercy and forgiveness there is a way forward with each other,
ourselves, and with God.

To God be all the glory

Amen.

Rev. Peter Rombeek
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Rejfoomﬁ'nﬂ to God

Jd Hymn: Forgive us as we forgive.................cccocoon.. pg 11 (757)
www.youtube.com/watch2v=-Li5P7 JRAk (just tune)

FaithTalk: These are some questions for you to discuss with
somebody... or many somebodies.

Do what you feel safe (and practice stretching a little).
Go through the Garden of Eden story, and then
compare it with the text. What sorts of additions
have you heard?

How does the idea that people were created to work
change the idea of the Garden of Eden? Do you still
want to go?

Speculate what would have been the difference if
gender and sex and never become involved in the
Garden of Eden story?

Identify a relationship that weighs you down (with a
person, yourself, creation, or God). Be specific - at
least with yourself. Ask for forgiveness... and
perhaps help with the repercussions.

...that we may have the humility to accept our sins,

and the courage to ask for forgiveness

Memories:

Values:
Wonder:

Actions:

Prayer:

* Spirit Sightings
In 2003 Csilla Bertalan & the Reformed Church in Romania
responded to God’s call and opened a place for underprivileged
children to receive nutritious food and homework tutoring. This
helps them to reach the potential that God has created them for -
and in a caring Christian environment.
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This is one of the organizations supported through
Presbyterians Sharing.®

* Offering
Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website:
kensingtonchurch.ca. Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and
then the pretty button. It gives you various options that are easy

to follow.

You can also donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is
info@kensingtonchurch.ca.

Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance
(PAR) are also good options.

£ Prayers of the people
Lord God
Creator of the universe
We thank you for the wonders of creation,
especially the beautiful ones like sunsets and puppies...
...help us to appreciate the wonder of it all

8  You can read more here: presbyterian.ca/wp-content/uploads/Mission-in-Action-Samuel-House-
Romania-2019.pdf
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even insects and microbes...

We thank you that we live in a country where education is
available. We pray for the students as they start their new year,
and we pray for the staff and teachers as they try to help the
students to reach the potential you have placed in them...

We also pray for the teachers who believe in you.

May they be given safe opportunities to give you credit for the
wonders they are teaching...

We also pray for Samuel House
and it’s ministry to support children and their families,
sharing God’s love in ways that fill bellies and minds...

Jesus, we pray for those who are sick,
sick with microscopic bugs like COVID...
sick with literal bugs, like bed bugs...
sick with a body or mind that brings them pain. . .
and we pray for those who suffer and are not expected to recover..
and for their families. . .
May they all know your peace and healing in their souls

Jesus, we also pray for situations that need forgiveness. . .
may your Spirit help bring healing and mercy.

and to help us to always have hope
because through you, there is a way to love, hope & healing.

In Jesus name.
Amen.
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Jd Hymn: The Clay Stained Hands of Love..................... pg 11 (296)
youtu.be/w36w2keM2iY2t=2611

‘*’ Benediction
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Chris,
the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.’
Amen.

9 2 Corinthians 13:13
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