
Kensington Presbyterian Church

Shocks and surprises
January 8, 2023

    Welcome, to worship. We are offering a 
variety of ways for people to gather. We are welcoming people to 
worship n person (with singing), as well as through Zoom, YouTube, 
and this printable PDF.1 If this is how you are worshipping, know 
that you are not alone... and if you like, you can invite those who 
live with you to join you, or connect with others through the phone 
or outside.

If you have any prayer requests, ideas, or just want to talk, please 
reach out to your elder or Rev. Peter (Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca)

Announcements
Clicking on or tapping blue text will take you to a web-site

Choir: would like you to join them. We practice Sunday at 9:15. 

Jesus & Java: Join us as we share the joys and questions of faith. 
Thursday, 3:30 pm at Beetz, 5914 Sherbrooke @ Clifton
Thursday, 7 pm at 2nd Cup on Monkland

Ottawa School of Theology & Spirituality: has online 
opportunities for people looking for more in-depth Christian 
studies. They offer two sets with three options, from Jan 9 to Feb 
6, and Feb 13 to Mar 20. Topics include: Judaism (from a Rabbi), 
evangelicalism, Jesus, gnostic gospels, ethics, and Bible & 
archaeology.  https://osts.ca/courses.htm

Drop Box: We are now accepting food donations to help the St. 
Monica’s Food Pantry, AND items to help the young parents 
program at Head & Hands (ex. clothing, diapers, toys).

1 note: that the footnotes are not as thorough as an academic paper.

Contacts
Church Office:  514-486-4559  ............info@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Rev. Peter Rombeek (pastor)...................Peter@Kensingtonchurch.ca
                                                            514-773-4620
Antoinette (families).......................Antoinette@Kensingtonchurch.ca
Zoé Dupont-Foisy (music director)......zoedupontfoisy@hotmail.com
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Approaching God
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Jésus Christ est la lumière du monde. 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

Call to worship    (based on Isaiah 60)
Arise, shine, for your light has come!
The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.
Let us praise the Lord together.
The sun shall no longer be our light by day,
nor will the brightness of the moon shine on us,
for the Lord will be our light,
and our God will be our glory.
The Lord will be our everlasting light,
and our days of sorrow will end.
Come, let us sing to our light and salvation!

 ♫ Hymn: Song of Thankfulness & Praise..........................pg 9 (176)
            www.youtube.com/watch?v=21IXdrzOq-8  

Prayer of Confession
God of starlight, 

Today we remember the Wise Men. We remember them choosing 
to leave home for a long and uncertain trip. We remember 
their dedication to seek you out. 

We remember that while we try, 
we find ourselves following the wrong star, 
or just looking at our feet. 

We find our dreams focusing on our comforts, 
instead of trusting your dreams to deliver us
and show us The Way. 

Please forgive us

May we realize that you do forgive us, 
and accept your Spirit as you reach out to take us by the hand

and guide us back to your way. 

In doing so, we sing the prayer you teach your followers: 

The Lord’s Prayer (please use a version you are comfortable with)
Our Father in heaven,

 hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours
    Amen.
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Listening to God
 Children’s story

Do anyone go anywhere different for the holidays? 
What do you do if you don’t know the way? Ask someone? 

Look at a map? or your phone? 
We went and saw dinosaurs. It was the first time since the 

move, so I looked it up on the STM website. It was neat, though 
the regular parts are more fun. 

Today’s Bible story is about people trying to follow the way to 
where the world will be better. There’s the Wise Men, or Magi, 
trying to find baby Jesus, and there’s Jesus family trying to find a 
safe place to live. What interesting is that they way they all figure 
how to get where they need to is by letting God show them The 
Way. 

...which is actually another name for people who follow God 
(like Christians). We are Followers of The Way. 

In the Bible story it worked, 
and it can for us too if we work at it. 

Dear Jesus, 
Help us to look for you to show us The Way to live. 

Amen.

 ♫ Hymn: The wise may bring their learning...................pg 10 (344)
          www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZxqLqKVI08  

Prayer for Illumination   
God of starlight,
our hearts whisper, “There is more than just this”

as we seek you. 
And you seek us, 

inviting us along The Way. 
Help us to see you in the words we hear

so that we might walk with you
and live your dreams. 

Amen.

  Intro to the readings 
• So far in Matthew we’ve heard that Jesus is the Messiah; 

that his ancestors (through adoption by Joseph) include 
quite the variety of people; and about dream given to 
Joseph that the baby created in Mary will become ‘God 
with us’ or Emmanuel. Oh, and there’s a reference to 
Mary giving birth. 

• The psalm reminds us of some of the scope of all this. 

Reading: Please look up the passages in your own
Bible,2 or click on the name to be taken to an online version.

Matthew 2: 1-23
Psalm 148

 Sermon: Room for every story
Dear Lord, please bless these words

and the meditations of our hearts. Amen. 

Did you watch any TV shows or movies over the holidays, or 
perhaps even read a book? I managed a little. One of the story-
telling techniques I saw was starting the story with a segment set 
back in time. Why not start with the main story? Because it 
introduces characters, context, & themes important for what’s to 
come. 

The Bible does this too - such as the beginning of Matthew. 

2 If you’d like a new Bible with helpful notes, I recommend the ‘Life with God Bible’ NRSV from 
Renovaré. ISBN 0061834963    
or for the more academically inclined, The New Oxford Study Bible NRSV
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Today we heard a large chunk of the prologue. In the next 
chapter Jesus is all grown up, but this is the birth. We heard a 
good chunk of it. Usually we just read small parts of the Bible; 
this helps us focus as there can be so much in the text. However, 
it is also nice to hear more of the story. Sometimes we forget that 
the passages are part of books. Perhaps someday we’ll hear the 
whole thing? 

There’s a lot going on here that makes a great story: hopes & 
dreams, different responses to the same situation, tension (even 
betrayal), and so many surprises. 

You might wonder if it’s been made up to be a good story. We 
don’t know for sure. There’s no other record of the events. 
Countries would send envoys to neighbouring kingdoms to 
congratulate them on the birth of a new king. Perhaps that’s who 
the Magi were. As for the massacre of the innocent? When 
historians consider what we do know of King Herod... they say 
it’s entirely possible. As for people running away from their home 
to keep their families safe... we hear about that all the time. We 
call them refugees. Is this prologue real or fiction? We can’t say 
for sure, but it is Truth. 

One of the things that makes a good story is when the 
characters dream for something better, taking us along with them. 
Which one of these dreams do you relate to? 

• We have the Magi fascinated by the heavens, and looking 
for signs that God will come and make the world better. 
What do you feel when you see a sky of stars? Do you 
dream as big as the Magi? That God will come into the 
world (As the angel/dream told Joseph in chapter one - 
“He will be called Emmanuel - God with us”)? 

• King Herod dreams of continued power. Do you find 
having control of your situation to be comforting? Do you 
dream of making your own choices? 

• Joseph dreams of following The Way of God. This makes 
him open/flexible to not follow his dreams, but God’s 
dreams - or to put it more accurately, his dreams are God’s 
dreams. This led him to take Mary as his wife, and now to 
follow the way to Egypt and back to a different home. 
Whose dreams do you have? 

One of the things about dreams is that there’s always tension 
between them and reality. That’s part of what makes a story 
interesting. This story has tension. Why are their foreigners 
contaminating the story? Will the Magi find The Way? What will 
King Herod do? He has a reputation for killing anyone, even 
those closest to him. Why the secrecy? Will our family get away? 
Will they find safety in Egypt? After all, that is where Israelites 
were slaves until Moses saved them. 

Why does tension work in a story? Because we care about the 
characters, and because we can relate to the tension. Have you 
ever wondered if you will find the way? either physically which 
road, or more broadly as the way to a better life? Have you been 
involved in secrets? Have you had somebody with power over you 
and wondered if they will reward or hurt you? Have you had to 
leave something to be safe? 

That need to find safety is related to another element that can 
make a story captivating (as an observer): betrayal. King Herod, 
the government, is supposed to protect the people (in exchange 
for them supporting the kingdom). However, the people are 
betrayed by his killing the vulnerable children in his own 
kingdom. 
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flight to egypt - Sliman Mansour

It’s horrific, and it’s not the first time. As I mentioned, Herod 
had people killed before. It’s also not the first time that innocent 
children have been murdered by the leader out of fear. Back 
when Moses was a baby, the Pharaoh was concerned that the 
Israelites might be a threat to life his way, so he ordered all the 
male babies killed.

Why is this in the story? Is it just for the historical comparison? 
We know that God knows about it. In today’s example God 
obviously knew as the angel warned Joseph. Why not save 
everyone else? Why does God allow it?  

This week, when I asked that question a new wonder came 
into my head. I wondered if God asks the same thing. Why did 
the people allow it? Herod was good at politics, and willing to kill 
people. There were those who benefited from his building 
projects and other initiatives. However, if they didn’t turn a blind 
eye to his murderous ways; if people refused to go along with it, 

then he wouldn’t be able to do very much. To use a present day 
example: if nobody was willing to fight for Putin, there wouldn’t 
be a war. 

You and I aren’t in the positions of leaders or soldiers who can 
decide about killing people, but we do have a say in what 
happens. Like the people who supported Herod, our decisions 
are influenced by a desire to preserve our way of life - or you 
could say the fear of losing the way we live. In our case we’re 
supporting governments and companies. I’m sure you wouldn’t 
kill babies, but it does relate to issues like: immigration, access to 
health care, funding of schools (and private schools), import 
duties, how taxes work, the cost of gas. There’s the use of conflict 
minerals in phones and computers. Child labour in chocolate 
harvesting. How do we respond to governments and companies? 
What and who will you sacrifice to keep your standard of living? 

Is there hope? 
Well, our story has something in it that makes every story 

more interesting - surprises. In the case of King Herod, there’s the 
surprise that with a supportive army Joseph and family escape 
(offering hope). There’s the surprise of where they escape to. 
Egypt goes from being the place of slavery to one of sanctuary - 
you could say it’s saved (offering hope to places of brokenness). 
Related to this is the surprise that the Son of God becomes a 
refugee (offering hope to those in desperate situations). 

What other surprises are in it? 
• Today’s section starts with foreigners, quite likely priests in 

another religion. Definitely not the chosen people. Yet 
God offers them hope too. 

• They manage to follow The Way to God - hope 
• It surprising Herod, the king of the Jews, doesn’t know 
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what’s going on, but doesn’t understand The Way of 
things. 
comfort for those who don’t understand, which starts tthe 
hope of understanding (with the Magi). 

• While not a stable, there’s still the surprise that the Son of 
God is not in the capital but in an insignificant town - 
hope because all are included. 

• Some may find it surprising that people have messages 
from God through dreams... and that they follow this way. 
Hope that we can too. 

• Along those lines, it could be surprising (& offer hope) 
that God has finally followed through on the promises in 
the prophets

Even with the horror in this Christmas story, there is hope - 
which can often be surprising to observers. 

All of this makes for a good story. It’s also a good prologue. 
Why? Because these themes come back as the story continues. 
There’s many more surprises: such as ‘blessed are poor’, and ‘the 
first shall be last’, and the Saviour (the Son of God) being killed 
on a cross. This is the result of tension that builds through the 
story - especially with those who are the experts, or think they are. 
Jesus presents a new way of being a leader. One that’s the 
opposite of Herod; one that challenges the priestly leadership and 
super keen students. And there are dreams. Dreams of various 
people as they encounter God through Jesus. Some of their 
dreams are realized, and some are challenged to accept new 
dreams. And the story ends with salvation. It’s not a place being 
saved, but people. 

It could also be a prologue to our lives. While our issues are 
not the same, the themes are. How do we deal with tension or 

challenges? How open are we to surprises? Where do we look for 
God? What are our dreams? How do we respond to them? 

and may you, like the Magi & Joseph, see that God is with us, 
Emmanuel, showing us The Way. 

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Holy and One.

   Amen.

Responding to God
 ♫ Hymn: What child is this..........................................pg 11 (161)

        www.youtube.com/watch?v=pf0RpRy7N_M 
        www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTPQrrWcj4Y 

FaithTalk: These are some questions for you to discuss with 
somebody... or many somebodies. Do what you feel safe (and 
practice stretching a little). 

Memories: What is something that you find surprising or 
ridiculous from the Jesus part of the Bible?

Etching: Share a story from your life in which you were 
surprised by God. 

Values: What are your dreams? How can you tell if they are 
your dreams or God’s? 

Wonder: What creates a sense of awe in you? How could you 
follow this? 

Prayer: ...that you both may have dreams, experience 
something awesome, and encounter God

 Spirit Sightings
This week I came across an discussion hosted by Columbia 

Theological Seminary on the James Webb Telescope Images. The 
idea started when with the wonder and awe at seeing them. You 
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can watch it here: 
ctsnet.zoom.us/rec/play/beZuF_ZRofLggCvlUt5wqBPVIc_oVue
qAJPjKB_KFIGKWlfeZMTwFcnxDycQ4kgBzxDZP_30wotTMU
mi.s6DQncg9jtE8niln?
bblinkid=262489991&bbemailid=41686551&bbejrid=-
1874996299

New Stars - James Webb Space Telescope (NASA)

  Offering
Financially, we have set up a donation option on our website. 

Just click the ‘Donate Now’ button, and then the pretty button. 
It gives you various options that are easy to follow.

You can now donate through interac e-transfer. Our name is 
Kensington Presbyterian Church and the e-mail address is 
info@kensingtonchurch.ca. 

Mailing a cheque or signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance 
(PAR) are also good options. 

Prayers of the people
Holy God,
we find you in the most surprising places—

in frost on the windows,
in the smell of fresh baking,
in handwritten letters,

and long-winding phone calls,
in crowded tables,

and a quiet cuppa.
You are all over the place!
Some days it’s easy to find you;

like Joseph following the cry of a baby. 
Sometimes we start in the wrong place, 

like the Magi expecting The Messiah at the palace. 
Regardless, 

we want to be a people who seek you.

So when The Way is clear,
when your fingerprints are all over the place,
help us to give thanks:

for seasons that force us to change 
and appreciate the world in new ways, 

for roofs over our heads,
for food on the table,
for community, 
for healthy bodies that can dance and move,

and music that moves our souls, 
for science that shows the glory of your universe, 
and for dreams
. . .

help our seeker hearts give thanks.
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And when we lose your way,
when your star is out of sight and we feel far from your reach,
remind us that you are near:

in lonely apartments,
in empty refrigerators,
in hospital rooms,
in the bottom of a empty bottle,
in bad dreams,
and in the bottom of our faith
. . .

remind us that you are near.

May your Spirit help us raise our eyes to the stars, 
and to see your glory 

so that day after day 
we might have the strength to always be looking for you.

With hope in our hearts, 
we offer these prayers to you

Amen.3 

 ♫ Hymn: As with gladness men of old...........................pg 11 (172)
        www.youtube.com/watch?v=sp52sx2_GYs 

 Sending & Benediction  
May Christ, the Son of God,

become real in you,
so that your lives may be a light to the world;

and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen.4

3 adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC |sanctifiedart.org.
4 modified from Worship Sourcebook F.9.2.3
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